
   

 

Many of the currently advertised PHR Programme funding opportunities may be impacted by and can 
be related to the COVID-19 situation. For research proposals focused primarily on COVID-19 interventions 
please apply via the NIHR COVID-19 Urgent Public Health Research process. 
 

NIHR Health Technology Assessment Programme funding opportunities 
NIHR funding calls open now:  
21/504 Amiodarone vs beta blockade for new onset atrial fibrillation in adult intensive care  
21/503 Peer-led harm reduction for problem substance use among people who are homeless 
Deadline: 13:00 on 15th September 2021 
21/522 Evaluating the impact of optimised Alcohol Care Teams  
Deadline: 13:00 on 24th September 2021 
21/514 NIHR NICE Rolling Call HS&DR  
Deadline: 13:00 on 7th October 2021 
21/518 NIHR NICE Rolling Call PHR  
21/530 Application Development Award – Healthy extended working lives  
21/525 Permitted Developments Rights  
21/527 Development Award – Local authority-level research priorities on climate change  
21/550 Public Health Research Programme researcher-led NEW 

21/551 Continuing priority research topics of interest to the PHR Programme NEW 
Deadline: 13:00 on 30th November2021 
21/532 Intensive Interaction for children and young people with profound and multiple learning disabilities  
21/535 Follow-up strategy after radical treatment for prostate cancer  
21/536 Sodium bicarbonate in neonatal care  
21/537 Neuroendoscopic lavage for preterm babies with post-haemorrhagic ventricular dilatation  
21/541 Medication support interventions and strategies for people with learning disabilities   
21/542 Medication to manage sexual preoccupation in sex offenders  
21/534 Surgical management of successfully reduced incarcerated inguinal hernia in children  
21/539 Benefits and harms of maintenance therapy for refractory acne vulgaris or previous relapses by reduced dose 
isotretinoin regimens  
21/540 Pharmacological treatments for low back pain or sciatica 
21/552 Microsuction compared with irrigation to remove earwax NEW 
Deadline: 13:00 on 1st December 2021 
 
Discover the latest Health Technology Assessment Programme funding opportunities listed on the NIHR website. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-19/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-19/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21504-amiodarone-vs-beta-blockade-for-new-onset-atrial-fibrillation-in-adult-intensive-care/27204?utm_source=newsletter-fs&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fs-2021-04
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21503-peer-led-harm-reduction-for-problem-substance-use-among-people-who-are-homeless/27203?utm_source=newsletter-fs&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fs-2021-04
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21522-evaluating-the-impact-of-optimised-alcohol-care-teams/27936
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21514-nihr-nice-rolling-call-hsanddr/27560
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21518-nihr-nice-rolling-call-phr/27563
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21530-application-development-award-healthy-extended-working-lives/28042
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21525-permitted-developments-rights/28041
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21527-development-award-local-authority-level-research-priorities-on-climate-change/28043
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21551-continuing-priority-research-topics-of-interest-to-the-phr-programme/28474
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21551-continuing-priority-research-topics-of-interest-to-the-phr-programme/28474
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21532-intensive-interaction-for-children-and-young-people-with-profound-and-multiple-learning-disabilities/28177
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21535-follow-up-strategy-after-radical-treatment-for-prostate-cancer/28179
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21536-sodium-bicarbonate-in-neonatal-care/28180
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21537-neuroendoscopic-lavage-for-preterm-babies-with-post-haemorrhagic-ventricular-dilatation/28182
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21541-medication-support-interventions-and-strategies-for-people-with-learning-disabilities/28187
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21542-medication-to-manage-sexual-preoccupation-in-sex-offenders/28183
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21534-surgical-management-of-successfully-reduced-incarcerated-inguinal-hernia-in-children/28178
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21539-benefits-and-harms-of-maintenance-therapy-for-refractory-acne-vulgaris-or-previous-relapses-by-reduced-dose-isotretinoin-regimens/28185
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21539-benefits-and-harms-of-maintenance-therapy-for-refractory-acne-vulgaris-or-previous-relapses-by-reduced-dose-isotretinoin-regimens/28185
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21540-pharmacological-treatments-for-low-back-pain-or-sciatica/28186
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21552-microsuction-compared-with-irrigation-to-remove-earwax/27196
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwales.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc607c1a601d761a09d4312aa1%26id%3Db3d4d0ed32%26e%3Dae713acfd2&data=01%7C01%7Croutledged1%40cardiff.ac.uk%7Cf97de50a089d4454fc1008d7644357aa%7Cbdb74b3095684856bdbf06759778fcbc%7C1&sdata=XuuZ3WJQY8wGMKUil7mnzbeOXsALQ99MskYT3wIE1jk%3D&reserved=0


Health and Care Research Wales – COVID-19 Research Hub 

Our hub for COVID-19 research guidance and updates is available to view on our website. It includes:  

• COVID-19 research studies in Wales 

• Fast track study set up advice 

• Guidance for researchers 

• Funding for COVID-19 research 

• Latest COVID-19 news 
The hub is being updated as new information and guidance is received. 
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/covid-19/covid-19-research-wales  

 
Research for Patient and Public Benefit (RfPPB) Wales NEW

 

The Research for Patient and Public Benefit (RfPPB) scheme supports capacity and capability building in NHS Wales 
(including Public Health Wales) by funding research related to the day-to-day practice of the health service, including 
integrated health and social care practice, and associated patient and public benefit. 
Remit 
Funded research projects are likely to fall into the areas of the evaluation of healthcare technologies and treatment, 
health service delivery and organisation research and public health research, although projects in other areas that are 
consistent with the aims of RfPPB are not excluded from the scheme. 
For example, RfPPB-funded projects could: 

• study the provision and use of NHS services; 

• evaluate the effectiveness and cost effectiveness of interventions; 

• examine resource utilisation of alternative means of healthcare delivery; 

• pilot or consider the feasibility of research which will then require major award applications to other funders;  

• carry out evidence synthesis and meta-analysis; 

• evaluate integrated models of health and social care.  
Where relevant, applicants will be expected to provide details on the potential impact and scalability of effective 
interventions, and the likely transition into patient and public benefit locally and for the wider NHS in Wales. 
Within the time and budget parameters of the scheme, Health and Care Research Wales welcomes a wide range of 
applications in terms of both length and cost and will fund a range of methods, appropriate to the nature of the work, 
in both primary and secondary research. 
Please note, however, that the scheme will not fund: 

• laboratory-based research or basic science research, including research based on animal models; 

• the setting up or maintaining of research units; 

• applications which are solely service developments; 

• applications which are limited to audit, survey or needs assessment; 

• the early stages of healthcare technology/intervention development. 

• While the scheme will fund research aimed at evaluating the effectiveness of a service intervention, it will not 
fund the costs of providing the service or intervention itself. 

Priority areas 
All projects meeting the general remit above are eligible for consideration. 
By way of example, for the 2020-21 call, Health and Care Research Wales indicated that it particularly welcomed 
applications addressing: 

• the impact of COVID-19 on non-COVID health and care service provision; 

• learning from the COVID-19 pandemic that can be applied to other conditions or the organisation and delivery 
of non-COVID health and social care services. 

Eligibility 
Eligibility is reviewed in advance of each call. Criteria currently include: 

• The scheme is open to individuals based in NHS organisations in Wales. 

• The lead applicant must have an established role within the NHS. In cases where the lead applicant’s primary 
contact is not with an NHS institution in Wales, honorary contracts are acceptable, as long as the honorary 
contract holder has had an established service delivery role within the NHS for at least 6 months at the time 
of applying. 

https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/covid-19/covid-19-research-wales


• All applications must be submitted from an NHS organisation (health board or NHS trust). The relevant health 
board or NHS trust will be expected to sign off the application - where sign off will include confirmation that 
an honorary contract is in place and a commitment to support those with honorary contracts. 

• An application from an NHS organisation in Wales can include an academic partner organisation. If the 
academic partner organisation is from outside Wales, a strong case must be made that the chosen partner is 
best placed to provide the academic input to the planned research. 

• Those working in NHS service provider organisations, including primary care health professionals such as 
optometrists, dentists and pharmacists, are eligible to apply, as long as satisfactory contracting arrangements 
can be agreed. Applicants from these professions are advised to contact the Health and Care Research Wales 
office for discussion in advance of applying. 

• The period for which funding is requested must be no more than 24 months and must not exceed the budget 
stated in the call documentation. 

• Projects will be expected to start on 1 October of the relevant year of award. 

• Within the overall funding pot, there is no limit on the upper or lower sizes of award, though applicants should 
be mindful of the total pot available and the expectations of Health and Care Research Wales regarding the 
number of projects it is likely to fund. 

• For the current call, a total pot of £1.2m is available. The period for which funding is requested must be no 
more than 24 months and must not exceed the budget stated in the call documentation (usually around 
£230,000). 

Please refer to the relevant year’s call guidance for an up-to-date, comprehensive list of criteria. 
Application assessment process 
The RfPPB scheme operates a two-stage application process. 

• All Stage 1 applications will undergo eligibility and basic competitiveness* checks to ensure applications are 
within call and scheme remit, and meet criteria necessary to progress to All Wales Prioritisation Panel (AWPP) 
assessment. The AWPP is a large and virtual panel consisting of public and practice assessors. 

• All applications receive five AWPP reviews. Assessors are asked to review the importance of the proposed 
research to patients, the public and policy. 

• Following AWPP review, a ranked list of Stage 1 applications is considered by the Prioritisation Oversight 
Committee (POC), which consists of members drawn from Welsh Government, health services and the public. 
The POC advises Health and Care Research Wales on which applications should proceed to Stage 2. Only 
applicants whose Stage 1 application is prioritised on the basis of the importance of the question are invited 
to submit a Stage 2 (full) application. 

• Stage 2 proposals are checked for competitiveness* and those deemed competitive undergo scientific (and 
public) peer review and independent funding board assessment. The funding board makes funding 
recommendations to Health and Care Research Wales based on the scientific quality of the application. 

Please refer to the relevant year’s call guidance for up-to-date information on assessment. 
*Please note: Not competitive means that an application is not of a sufficiently high standard or not sufficiently well 
completed to be taken forward for further assessment 
Funding call opens: 09/2021 
Further information 
Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 1925 (24-hour answer phone) 
Email: wales@soton.ac.uk 
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/researchers/funding-schemes/research-patient-and-public-benefit-rfppb-
wales  

 
Research Funding Scheme: Social Care Grant NEW 
The Research Funding Scheme: Social Care Grant (SCG) award aims to support capacity and capability building in 
social care research by funding high-quality research projects with clear relevance to social care service users, carers, 
practitioners and policy makers. 
Remit 
Research funded under this scheme should provide robust evidence to support the efficient and effective 
organisation and delivery of social care services in Wales, and/or improved service user or carer wellbeing. 
Evidence syntheses and meta-analyses fall within the scope of this call, as do pilot and/or feasibility studies with 
strong potential to facilitate or lead to future high-impact research projects. 

https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/blank
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/researchers/funding-schemes/research-patient-and-public-benefit-rfppb-wales
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/researchers/funding-schemes/research-patient-and-public-benefit-rfppb-wales


Please note that while the scheme will fund research aimed at evaluating the effectiveness of a service or an 
intervention, it will not fund the costs of providing the service or intervention itself. 
In addition, please note that the scheme will not fund: 

• setting up or maintaining research units; 
• applications which are solely service developments; 
• applications which are limited to: audit, survey, or needs assessment; 
• conceptual research. 

Multidisciplinary research teams and research partnerships with social care practice are strongly encouraged.  
Within the overall parameters of the call, applications of various length, size and cost are welcome. Applicants 
should be mindful that applications often fail at the assessment stage because they are considered overambitious. 
Well-scoped applications that will produce findings to inform later, and possibly larger research funding applications 
are welcome, as are applications for projects which will produce impactful findings in their own right. 
Applications from suitably qualified lead applicants not previously active in social care research are welcome. 
Engagement with a breadth of social care stakeholders is strongly encouraged throughout the research process, as is 
close collaborative working between academic and service provider organisations. Public involvement and 
engagement is regarded as a pre-requisite of funding. Such involvement, engagement and collaboration can add to 
the value and maximise the potential for knowledge exchange and impact. 
All applicants should include a dissemination plan that shows clearly how the key messages from the research will be 
effectively communicated to relevant audiences, including social care policymakers, social care service providers, 
social care service users and carers and social care researchers. Applicants are also required to state clearly the likely 
impact of their findings in the short, medium, and longer term and explain how these will lead to improvements to 
social care services and user/carer wellbeing. 
Priority areas 
All social care projects meeting the general remit above are eligible for consideration. However, within the context 
of the responsive-mode call, Health and Care Research Wales particularly welcomes applications that address the 
areas described in its Research Funding Scheme: Social Care Grants priority areas brief. This document is reviewed 
periodically in advance of the launch of new funding calls. The most recently identified social care research priority 
areas were: 

• children who are looked after, and reducing the need for children to be in care; 
• people with dementia; 
• care and support at home. 

This core brief was further expanded to incorporate social care data research, and the COVID-19 topics set out 
below. 

• The impact of COVID-19 on non-COVID health and care service provision. 
• Learning from the COVID-19 pandemic that can be applied to other conditions or the organisation 

and delivery of non-COVID health and social care services. 
Applications must also conform to the guidelines set out in the Health and Care Research Wales document what is 
social care research? 
Eligibility 
Eligibility is reviewed in advance of each call. Criteria currently include: 

• Applicants must be based at an institution or organisation in Wales at the time of applying (or be in 
receipt of a job offer such that they will be based in the host institution before the project starts). 

• Applicants must have a PhD, UK MD or other research-based professional doctorate at the time of 
applying. (Applications will be accepted from those who have recently submitted their PhD thesis, or 
equivalent, to their institution for assessment, as long as the doctorate is awarded before the grant 
starts.) 

• Applications must have the support of the host institution. 
• There are no restrictions on the experience of lead applicants, but, subject to quality thresholds 

being met, Health and Care Research Wales will ring-fence funds to support at least one early-stage-
career researcher award, where an early-stage-career researcher is defined as an individual who has 
no more than 60 months post-doctoral research experience (excluding career breaks, 
maternity/paternity leave and illness). 

• Applications from early-stage-career researchers must have principal co-applicant support from a 
senior researcher. Failure to provide this will prevent your application progressing. 

• Applications for projects of varying length are accepted, as long as a strong case is made for the 
value and quality of the work. The maximum period for which funding can be sought is 24 months. 

https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/sites/default/files/2020-10/What_is_social_care_research-guidelines_0.pdf
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/sites/default/files/2020-10/What_is_social_care_research-guidelines_0.pdf


• Within the overall funding pot, there is no limit on the upper or lower sizes of award, though 
applicants should be mindful of the total pot available and the expectations of Health and Care 
Research Wales regarding the number of projects it is likely to fund. 

• Projects will be expected to start on 1 October of the relevant year of award. 
Please refer to the relevant year’s call guidance for an up-to-date, comprehensive list of criteria. 
Application assessment process 
The SCG scheme operates a two-stage application process. 

1. All Stage 1 applications will undergo eligibility and basic competitiveness* checks to ensure 
applications are within call and scheme remit, and meet criteria necessary to progress to All Wales 
Prioritisation Panel (AWPP) assessment. The AWPP is a large and virtual panel consisting of public 
and practice assessors 

2. All applications receive five AWPP reviews. Assessors are asked to review the importance of the 
proposed research to patients, the public and policy. 

3. Following AWPP review, a ranked list of Stage 1 applications is considered by the Prioritisation 
Oversight Committee (POC), which consists of members drawn from Welsh Government, social care 
practice and the public. The POC advises Health and Care Research Wales on which applications 
should proceed to Stage 2. Only applicants whose Stage 1 application is prioritised on the basis of 
the importance of the question are invited to submit a Stage 2 (full) application. 

4. Stage 2 proposals are checked for competitiveness* and those deemed competitive undergo 
scientific (and public) peer review and independent funding board assessment. The funding board 
makes funding recommendations to Health and Care Research Wales based on the scientific quality 
of the application. 

Please refer to the relevant year’s call guidance for up-to-date information on assessment. 
*Please note: Not competitive means that a proposal is not of a sufficiently high standard to be taken forward for 
further assessment. 
Funding call opens: 09/2021 
Further information   
Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 1925 (24-hour answer phone) 
Email: wales@soton.ac.uk 
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/research-funding-scheme-social-care-grant  

 
Health Research Fellowship Scheme NEW 
The Health Research Fellowship Scheme aims to support individuals to become independent researchers through 
leading and undertaking high-quality research. 
Remit                        
The fellowship offers up to three years full-time funding (or four or five years part-time), to individuals who have no 
more than 60-months full-time equivalent (FTE) postdoctoral research experience at the time of applying. 
Applications are invited from individuals working across any health-related or scientific discipline to undertake 
research with demonstrable public, health service practice or policy benefit that which will add to the health 
research evidence base. 
Applicants are expected to show evidence of a clear commitment to a research career and demonstrate how the 
award will support their potential to become an independent researcher. Health and Care Research Wales considers 
this a training fellowship and applications should therefore describe a comprehensive training and development 
programme that the host institution will provide in order to meet identified training needs leading to independent 
investigator status. 
The scheme will support translational through to applied health services research, including prevention and 
population health research, and topics relevant to health and social care service integration. Projects focused on 
pilot and feasibility work, or the early stages of intervention development where knowledge obtained from these 
preliminary studies will inform larger future bids, are eligible. 
All applicants, including those wishing to undertake earlier translational research, are required to state clearly the 
likely impact of their findings in the short to medium term and explain how these will lead to improvements in 
healthcare or public and patient benefit. 
Priority areas 
All projects meeting the general remit above are eligible for consideration. However, within the context of the 
responsive-mode call, Health and Care Research Wales usually sets priority areas in which it particularly welcomes 
applications. The priority areas are agreed in advance of each call. 

mailto:wales@soton.ac.uk
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/research-funding-scheme-social-care-grant


Eligibility 
Eligibility is reviewed in advance of each call. Criteria currently include: 

• Applicants must be based at an institution or organisation in Wales at the time of applying (or be in 
receipt of a job offer such that they will be employed by a host institution in Wales at the time the 
fellowship starts). 

• Fellowships can be undertaken on a full-time basis over 3 years (100% FTE), or part time over 4 years 
(75% FTE) or 5 years (60% FTE). 

• Applicants must have a PhD, or other research-based professional doctorate in health and social 
care-related research (Health and Care Research Wales will also accept applications from applicants 
who have submitted their PhD thesis, or equivalent, to their institutions for assessment provided 
they have been awarded their PhD by the time the Fellowship starts). 

• Applicants must have a named academic mentor. 
• Applicants must have no more than 60 months FTE post-doctoral research experience at the time of 

applying. 
• Applicants must be in a position to commence activities by 1 October of the relevant year of award. 
• Applications must have the support of the host institution. 
• Applications should also describe the training and development opportunities that will be provided 

by the host institution and its research environment. 
Application assessment process 
Applications for funding are made online using the Health and Care Research Wales electronic Grants Application 
System (Health and Care Research Wales eGAS). You will need to register or log in to Health and Care Research 
Wales eGAS to complete and submit your application. 
The Health Research Fellowship scheme operates with a one-stage application process set out below. 

1. Eligibility and basic competitiveness* checks to ensure applications are within call and scheme remit, 
and meet criteria necessary to progress to full assessment. 

2. Applications are assessed by a shortlisting panel. 
3. Shortlisted applications are sent out for external peer and public review prior to the applicant being 

called for interview by the Health Research Fellowship Panel. 
4. The panel makes funding recommendations to Health and Care Research Wales. 

*Please note: Not competitive means that a proposal is not of a sufficiently high standard to be taken forward for 
further assessment. 
Funding call opens: 09/2021 
Further information 
Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 1925 (24-hour answer phone) 
Email: wales@soton.ac.uk 
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/health-research-fellowship-scheme  

 
Dementia research call - Health Services and Delivery Research 
Programme (HS&DR)  
Please note, the application form for this opportunity is not yet available, however potential applicants are invited to 
view the call specification above. The Word version of the application form may be helpful – please see link on the 
right of the page. Guidance and further supporting information will be available once the call is launched. Applicants 
are advised to check this advert regularly for updates. 
The Health Services and Delivery Research (HS&DR) Programme is accepting stage one applications to this funding 
opportunity. Dementia is a growing challenge that has become one of the most important health and social care issues 
facing the world. We need to continue building the evidence base, to improve the lives of people affected by dementia. 
In order to apply you will need to carefully review the: 

• Specification document 
All research projects are expected to establish a programme appointed Study Steering Committee and it is important 
that you read the TSC/SSC Guidance before completing your application. Costs incurred by this committee should be 
included in the budget as appropriate. 
Please note, the application form for this opportunity is not yet available, however potential applicants are invited to 
start working on applications based on the commissioning brief linked above. The Word version of the application 
form may be helpful – please see link on the right of the page. Applicants are advised to check this advert regularly for 
an update on the availability of the form. 

mailto:wales@soton.ac.uk
https://healthandcareresearchwales.org/health-research-fellowship-scheme
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/health-services-and-delivery-research.htm
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-highlight-notice-dementia/27316
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/research-governance-guidelines/12154


• For help with your application contact hsdrinfo@nihr.ac.uk 
• For more information about the funding Programme, visit the HS&DR Page 

Closes: 13:00 on 07 October 2021 
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21505-dementia-research-call-health-services-and-delivery-research-programme-
hsanddr/27369  

 
Research training fellowships for nurses and allied health 
professionals  
The British Heart Foundation invites applications for its research training fellowships for nurses and allied health 
professionals. These provide nurses and allied health professionals with a foundation in research training in an 
established research institution in the UK, leading to the award of a PhD. 
Applications must be submitted by an established investigator who will be the supervisor for the named student and 
must devote at least 10 per cent of their time to supervising the student. A second supervisor should also be included. 
Students should be working in a cardiovascular setting and be a nurse, midwife, allied health professional or healthcare 
scientist. They should usually hold a good quality masters degree or equivalent. Students who have started a PhD or 
equivalent may be eligible to apply for a research training fellowship, but the application must be received within six 
months of having registered for their PhD. In these circumstances, the proposed start date for the fellowship should 
also be no more than one year from the date of registration for the degree. 
Fellowships are tenable for three years or up to five years on a part-time basis. They include salary costs, research 
consumables usually worth up to £10,000 per year and tuition fees at the standard home student rate. Up to 20 per 
cent of the time may be spent on patient care if the fellowship is taken on a full-time basis. 
Closing date 28 Oct 21 (Forecast) 
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/research-training-fellowships-
for-nurses-and-allied-health-professionals  

 
COMING SOON: Clinical academic research partnerships  

*** This opportunity will be available soon. The next call is expected to open on 27 August 2021. The following 
information is subject to change. *** 
The Medical Research Council, in collaboration with the National Institute for Health Research, invites applications 
for its clinical academic research partnerships. These enable research-qualified NHS consultants to increase their 
research skills and experience by engaging with groups and centres of biomedical research excellence, enabling the 
cross-seeding of perspectives, ideas and connections needed to underpin future translational biomedical research. 
Projects are welcome across all areas of the partnering funders’ remits and interests and are open to clinicians in any 
specialty, including dentistry. Applications may range from basic discovery science to translational and 
developmental clinical research, and may address research questions from disease-specific mechanistic hypotheses 
through to research in priority areas. These areas include: 

•primary care; 
•population health; 
•public health; 
•mental health; 
•molecular pathology. 

Applications may also address global health issues resulting in primary benefit to those living in low- and middle-
income countries, or propose interdisciplinary approaches. 
Applicants should be working at consultant-level in an NHS trust with evidence of clinical academic research 
excellence. They must hold a PhD or equivalent higher research degree and should not be currently undertaking 
substantive research activity within their current posts. It is anticipated that the majority of awards will be made to 
medics and dentists, however, research-qualified clinical professionals working in the NHS at the equivalent of 
consultant level within their profession may also apply. Applicants must identify a research partner who has 
significant research funding for the duration of the partnership. Partners need to have an ongoing peer-reviewed 
research programme for the duration of the planned partnership and must be based at an institution eligible to hold 
research council funding. 
The total budget is £6 million, to support 20 to 25 projects. Awards are tenable for between one to three years and 
support between 30 and 50 per cent of the applicant’s basic salary for protected research time and consumables 
costs. There is no limit to the level of support that can be requested. 

mailto:hsdrinfo@nihr.ac.uk
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/health-services-and-delivery-research.htm
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21505-dementia-research-call-health-services-and-delivery-research-programme-hsanddr/27369
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/21505-dementia-research-call-health-services-and-delivery-research-programme-hsanddr/27369
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/research-training-fellowships-for-nurses-and-allied-health-professionals
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/research-training-fellowships-for-nurses-and-allied-health-professionals


Closing date 29 Oct 21 (Forecast) 
https://mrc.ukri.org/funding/browse/clinical-academic-research-partnerships/clinical-academic-research-
partnerships-round-3-pre-call-announcement/  

 
COMING SOON: NICE scholarships  
*** This opportunity will be available soon. The next call is expected to open in autumn 2021. The following 
information is subject to change. *** 
The Department of Health’s National Institute for Health and Care Excellence invites applications for its 
scholarships. These enable individuals to find out about the inner workings of NICE and to undertake a supported 
improvement project, related to NICE’s guidance, within a local organisation, national charity or voluntary sector 
organisation. Support is available in the form of a series of workshops and access to an advisor and the expertise of 
the NICE staff. Scholars are expected to devote approximately seven and a half hours per week to their scholarship 
project. Scholars are expected to: 

•act as NICE ambassadors for one year; 
•undertake a supported improvement project within a local organisation; 
•support and maintain the connection between NICE and health and social care experts; 
•engage with senior staff at NICE and in the health and social care sector; 
•help improve and promote the quality of health and social care; 
•develop new ways of working in health and social care. 

UK-based professionals working in health and social care may apply. Applicants may be specialist registrars, senior 
nurses, pharmacists and allied health professionals, healthcare scientists, service improvement leads, public health 
and social care specialists, psychological professionals, lay members from NICE committees or individuals working in 
the charitable and voluntary sector. They must include an agreement of their employer to their application. Projects 
receiving funding from the industry are not eligible. 
Scholars are not paid, but funding for travel and subsistence is provided. NICE aims to appoint 10 scholars each year. 
Closing date 13 Nov 21 (Forecast) 
http://www.nice.org.uk/Get-Involved/Fellows-and-Scholars/Scholars  

 
Early-career small grants for basic scientists New

 

Diabetes UK invites applications for its early-career small grants for basic scientists. These enable early-career 
scientists and allied health professionals to undertake small research projects related to diabetes. The aim is to 
encourage scientists at an early stage in their career to develop their work and go on to obtain additional grant 
funding from other organisations. 
Nurses, pharmacists and members of the allied health professions, may apply. Applicants must meet the following 
criteria: 

•be in receipt of a salary for the duration of the proposed award; 
•be based at, and the grant must be administered by, an established research institution in the UK; 
•be no more than four years from appointment to their first academic position, excluding career breaks. 

Grants are worth up to £15,000 each over up to one year. However, longer periods of time may be granted. Grant 
may cover materials and consumables, small pieces of equipment, animal purchase and maintenance and 
collaborative travel. 
Closing date 01 Dec 21 (Forecast) 
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/Research/For-researchers/Apply-for-a-grant/Small-grants/  
 

COMING SOON: Fund for healthcare professionals 
*This opportunity will be available soon. The next call is expected to open in autumn 2021. The following 
information is subject to change. * 
The Novo Nordisk UK Research Foundation invites applications for its fund for healthcare professionals. This supports 
clinical projects, training and education within the field of diabetes mellitus in the UK. Funding may be used as: 

•support of a clinical project; 
•attendance at a relevant national or international meeting; 
•support for courses of study at home or overseas. 

Preference is given to those presenting at a meeting who have submitted an abstract. 

https://mrc.ukri.org/funding/browse/clinical-academic-research-partnerships/clinical-academic-research-partnerships-round-3-pre-call-announcement/
https://mrc.ukri.org/funding/browse/clinical-academic-research-partnerships/clinical-academic-research-partnerships-round-3-pre-call-announcement/
http://www.nice.org.uk/Get-Involved/Fellows-and-Scholars/Scholars
http://www.diabetes.org.uk/Research/For-researchers/Apply-for-a-grant/Small-grants/


Candidates must be qualified healthcare professionals living and working in the UK, including nurses, dieticians, 
podiatrists and pharmacists but excluding General Medical Council registered professionals. 
Closing date 01 Feb 22 (Forecast) 
http://www.novonordiskfoundation.org.uk/fund.html  

 
Coming Soon: Pharmacy Research UK Research training bursaries  
Pharmacy Research UK, supported by the Leverhulme Trust, invites applications for its research training bursaries. 
These enable pharmacists to develop their skills in conducting research relating to everyday practice. The following 
levels of funding are available: 

•level one bursaries provide funding to undertake research modules and small-scale projects, worth up to 
£5,000 each; 
•level two bursaries provide funding to upgrade a diploma in clinical or community pharmacy to an MSc 
degree, which usually involves undertaking a further two modules and undertaking a project, worth up to 
£10,000 each; 
•level three bursaries provide funding to pursue a non-pharmacy MSc, worth up to £30,000 each. 

All registered community and primary care pharmacists registered with the General Pharmaceutical Council. 
Research courses must take place in the UK. 
Funding is available for one year full-time or two years part-time. 
Closing date 21 Apr 22 (Forecast) 
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/research-training-bursaries/  

 
Coming Soon: Galen research development award New 
Pharmacy Research UK invites applications for the Galen research development award. This enables UK-based 
pharmacists to develop pharmacy practice research capacity. Awards may also be used for new areas of research, 
such as pre-pilot and feasibility studies that would not be considered by other funding bodies. 
Applicants must be registered with the General Pharmaceutical Society. The research must take place in the UK. 
The award is worth up to £30,000 for a period of two years. 
Closing date 21 Apr 22 (Forecast) 
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/personal-research-awards/  
 

Coming Soon: British Oncology Pharmacy Association/Pharmacy 
Research UK research award New 
Pharmacy Research UK and the British Oncology Pharmacy Association invite applications for their research award. 
This supports projects in translational and health service related to oncology and haematology pharmacy with a 
focus on patient benefit and provides a platform for novice researchers to engage in research. 
Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who are members of the society may apply. Projects must be conducted in 
the UK. 
Grants are worth up to £20,000 each over one year. They may support an independent research project or research 
component of a higher degree. 
Closing date 21 Apr 22 (Forecast) 
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/the-bopa-pharmacy-research-uk-pruk-research-
award/  

http://www.novonordiskfoundation.org.uk/fund.html
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/research-training-bursaries/
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/personal-research-awards/
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/the-bopa-pharmacy-research-uk-pruk-research-award/
http://pharmacyresearchuk.org/for-researchers/personal-awards-2/the-bopa-pharmacy-research-uk-pruk-research-award/

